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Intruduction

          The numerous murders and shootings over the recent years are only a few causes of violence that is faced by Indianapolis authorities and local population; while, the police officials claim that the majority of crimes is the result of gangs’ activities and drug dealing, the other important factors also exist. For instance, in August 2016, “a person was killed on East Market Street over a video game console; according to police, a group of people went to confront another group about a stolen PlayStation and television.” (Lewbel) At the same time, the officers indicate that the gang violence seems to be the hardest one regarding its investigation due to the reasons that in most cases not only witnesses but also victims have no will to speak up and help police catch an offender. 

Therefore, despite the fact that the major law enforcement officials in Indianapolis claim that their city continues to be safe, they note that the increase in the number of criminal killings is greatly connected with the following issues: drug abuse, growth of bands, guns possessed by wrong people, poverty, and, of course, mental illness. On the other side, these officials believe that "if you live in Indianapolis and you're not using drugs, you're not breaking the law, you're not carrying a gun illegally, (then) your chances of being in a homicide are very low." (Evans, Disis, and Guerra) However, the representatives of the local population who live in economically weak neighborhoods of the city are obliged to witness lots of violent crimes; fortunately, the growth of the homicide incidents has resulted in the relevant increase in public concern over the existing problem. Nowadays, the discussed crimes are provided with higher-profile status and have already taken a major stage in the local mayoral races. 

In addition, it must be interesting to admit that almost 50% of the criminal homicides that took place in the last years were conducted at homes, which means that the particular homicides were the result of the domestic violence of conflicts between friends. Besides, the disturbing fact is that the number of murders connected with Indianapolis’ drug trade is extremely high. For example, in the majority of the bloodiest slayings that occurred last year, drugs like heroin are considered to play the role due to the growth of their use. Also, the important fact that approximately 80% of homicide victims were people who had a criminal past, while “more than 40% of both the victims and their killers had faced previous gun-related charges.” (Evans, Disis, and Guerra) What about racial context, approximately 80% were blacks, and 82% of them were males; regarding the age, more than 70% were younger than 35. 

Finally, it must be essential to implement the several effective policies that can struggle with the significant violence in Indianapolis and make a positive influence on the current situation. For instance, the local council should raise the income tax rate related to the public safety of residents; such approach will allow the police department to add new officers due to the use of the available funds. Moreover, there is a great need to establish the appropriate social and educational programs as a high homicide rate is the result of the relevant problems. Therefore, the local authorities should create new workplaces and provide the residents with jobs, provide the specific lessons at schools, encourage the various sports activities, or implement programs connected with the social aid. 
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